MARKEP-UP VERSION SHOWING AMENDMENTS TO THE 

SPECIFICATION 

[COVERING FOR FLOWER POT AND FLORAL GROUPING] 

METHOD FOR COVERING A FLOWER POT 
AND FLORAL GROUPING 
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SENSITIVE ADHESIVE THEREON"; which is a continuation of U.S. Serial 
No. 07/865,563, filed May 21, 1992, entitled, "METHOD FOR WRAPPING 
AN OBJECT WITH A MATERIAL HAVING PRESSURE SENSITIVE 
ADHESIVE THEREON"; which is a continuation of U.S. Serial No. 
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[0005] This application also is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Serial 
No. 819,311, filed January 9, 1992, entitled, "MEANS FOR SECURING A 
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abandoned; which is a continuation of U.S. Serial No. 315,169, filed 
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February 24, 1993, entitled, "MEANS FOR SECURING A DECORATIVE 
COVER ABOUT A FLOWER POT", abandoned.] 



CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 
[0006] This application is a continuation of U.S. Serial No. 
10/261.852. filed September 30, 2002. now abandoned; which is a 
continuation of U.S. Serial No. 09/767.388 filed January 23. 2000. now 
U.S. Patent No. 6.457.225. issued October 1. 2002; which is a 
continuation of U.S. Serial No. 09/374.465. filed August 13. 1999, now 
U.S. Patent No. 6.182.348; which is a continuation of U.S. Serial No. 
09/036.044. filed March 6. 1998. now U.S. Patent No. 5.974.651; which 
is a continuation of U.S. Serial No. 08/846.441. filed April 30. 1997, 
now U.S. Patent No. 5.815.905; which is a continuation of U.S. Serial 
No. 08/468.502. filed June 6. 1995, now U.S. Patent No. 5.625.937; 
which is a continuation of U.S. Serial No. 08/037.067, filed March 25, 
1993, now U.S. Patent No. 5,542,169; which is a continuation-in-part 
of pending U.S. Serial No. 07/926.098, filed August 5, 1992, now U.S. 
Patent No. 5.809.629; said U.S. Serial No. 08/037.067. also a 
continuation-in-part of U.S. Serial No. 07/940.930. filed September 4. 
1992. now U.S. Patent No. 5.361.482. Each of these applications is 
hereby expressly incorporated by reference herein in its entirety. 
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FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
[0007] The present invention relates generally to coverings for flower pots 
and floral groupings and, more particularly, but not by way of limitation, to a 
covering having a portion extending about a flower pot for providing a 
decorative covering and another portion extending about the floral grouping 
disposed in the flower pot for providing a protective covering for the floral 
grouping. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0008] Figure 1 is a plan view showing [the] an upper surface of a sheet 
of material with a sheet extension connected thereto constructed in accordance 
with the present invention. 

[0009] Figure 2 is [a cross-sectional view] an elevational view, 
partially in cross-section, showing the sheet of material of Figure 1 formed 
about a flower pot and the sheet extension formed about a floral grouping to 
provide a protective covering. 

[0010] Figure 3 is an elevational view showing the sheet of material formed 
about the flower pot as shown in Figure 2 with the flower pot not being shown 
in Figure 3 and showing the sheet extension wrapped about the floral grouping. 
[0011] Figure 4 is a cross- sectional view of a portion of the sheet of 
material crimped to form an overlapping fold. 
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[0012] Figure 5 is a plan view of [the] a lower surface of a modified sheet 

of material having a sheet extension connected thereto. 

[0013] Figure 6 is a cross- sectional view showing a portion of the sheet 

of material of Figure 5 crimped to form an overlapping fold. 

[0014] Figure 7 is [a partial cross-sectional view] an elevational 

view, partially in cross-section, showing a sheet of material wrapped about 

a flower pot to form a modified decorative covering and showing the sheet 

extension formed about a floral grouping to provide a protective covering. 

[0015] Figure 8 is a plan view of [the] an upper surface of another 

modified sheet of material and showing a modified sheet extension connected 

thereto. 

[0016] Figure 9 is a cross- sectional view of the sheet of material and sheet 
extension of Figure 8. 

[0017] Figure 10 is a plan view of [the] an upper surface of yet another 
modified sheet of material with a sheet extension connected thereto. 
[0018] Figure 11 is [a partial cross-sectional view] an elevational 
view, partially in cross-section, showing the modified sheet of material of 
Figure 10 formed about a flower pot and the sheet extension formed about a 
floral grouping. 

[0019] Figure 12 is a plan view of [the] an upper surface of still another 
modified sheet of material with a modified sheet extension connected thereto. 
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[0020] Figure 13 is a cross- sectional view of the sheet of material and the 
sheet extension of Figure 12. 

[0021] Figure 14 is a plan view of [the] an upper surface of still another 
modified sheet of material with a modified sheet extension connected thereto. 
[0022] Figure 15 is a cross- sectional view of the sheet of material and the 
sheet extension of Figure 14. 

[0023] Figure 16 is a plan view of [the] an lower surface of still another 
modified sheet of material with a sheet extension connected thereto. 
[0024] Figure 17 is [a partial cross-sectional] an elevational view* 
partially in cross-section, of the sheet of material of Figure 16 formed about 
a flower pot and the sheet extension formed about a floral grouping. 
[0025] Figure 18 is a [end] elevational view of a pad of sheets of material 
with sheet [extension] extensions connected thereto constructed in 
accordance with the present invention. 

[0026] Figure 19 is a diagrammatic, [end] elevational view of a roll of 
material for providing sheets of material with sheet [extension] extensions 
connected thereto in accordance with the present invention. 
[0027] Figure 20 is a perspective view of the roll of material for providing 
sheets of material with sheet [extension] extensions connected thereto in 
accordance with the present invention. 
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[0028] Figure 21 is a plan view of [the] an upper surface of yet another 
modified sheet of material with a sheet extension connected thereto. 
[0029] Figure 22 is [a partial cross-sectional] an elevational view,. 
partially in cross-section, showing the sheet of material of Figure 21 formed 
about a flower pot and the sheet extension formed about a floral grouping. 
[0030] Figure 23 is a cross- sectional view of the sheet of material of 
Figure 21 wrapped about a flower pot with the section taken along [the] a 
horizontal plane [as compared to the section taken along the vertical 
plane shown in Figure 22]. 

[0031] Figure 24 is an elevational view of a modified flower pot for 
cooperating to connect [the] a sheet of material thereto. 
[0032] Figure 25 is [a partial cross-sectional] an elevational view* 
partially in cross-section, showing a sheet of material wrapped about a 
flower pot for forming yet another modified decorative cover with a sheet 
extension connected thereto. 

[0033] Figure 26 is a perspective view of a modified flower pot for 
cooperating to secure a sheet of material wrapped thereabout to form a 
modified decorative cover like the decorative cover shown in Figure 25. 
[0034] Figure 27 is a plan view of [the] a lower surface of still another 
modified sheet of material having a ribbon connected thereto and showing a 
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sheet extension connected thereto with a ribbon connected to the sheet 
extension. 

[0035] Figure 28 is a cross- sectional view of the modified sheet of material 
with the sheet extension connected thereto shown in Figure 27. 
[0036] Figure 29 is [a front] an elevational view of the sheet of material 
of Figure 27 wrapped about a flower pot (not shown) to form another modified 
decorative covering and the sheet extension formed about the floral grouping 
to provide a protective covering. 

[0037] Figure 30 is [a partial cross-sectional] an elevational view* 
partially in cross-section, of a flower pot with a floral grouping disposed 
therein and showing a sheet of material wrapped about the flower pot and 
secured thereto with a band, the sheet of material having a sheet extension 
connected thereto formed about the floral grouping for providing a protective 
covering. 

[0038] Figure 31 is a perspective view of a flower pot cover with a sheet 
extension constructed in accordance with the present invention. 
[0039] Figure 32 is an elevational view of the flower pot cover of Figure 
[1] 31 with the sheet extension connected thereto. 

[0040] Figure 33 is [a partial cross-sectional] an elevational view* 
partially in cross-section, of a flower pot with the flower pot cover of Figures 
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[1 and 2] 31 and 32 placed thereabout and with a crimped portion formed in 
the flower pot cover and with the sheet extension connected thereto. 
[0041] Figure 34 is a perspective view of a modified flower pot cover with 
a sheet extension connected thereto constructed in accordance with the present 
invention. 

[0042] Figure 35 is [a partial cross-sectional] an elevational view* 
partially in cross-section, showing the flower pot cover of Figure [4] 34 
placed about a flower pot with the flower pot cover having a crimped portion 
formed therein, the flower pot cover having the sheet extension connected 
thereto. 

[0043] Figure 36 is a perspective view of yet another modified flower pot 
cover with a sheet extension connected thereto. 

[0044] Figure 37 is a cross- sectional view showing the flower pot cover of 
Figure [6] 36 disposed about a flower pot with a crimped portion being formed 
in the flower pot cover and showing the sheet extension formed about the floral 
grouping. 

[0045] Figure 38 is an elevational view of still another modified flower pot 
cover with [the] a sheet extension connected thereto. 

[0046] Figure 39 is an elevational view of still another modified flower pot 
cover with [the] a sheet extension connected thereto. 
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[0047] Figure 40 is an elevational view of still another modified flower pot 
cover with a sheet extension connected thereto. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
[0048] Shown in Figure 1 and designated by the general reference number 
10 is a sheet of material constructed in accordance with the present invention. 
[0049] [The sheet of material 10 includes a first end 12, a second end 
14, a first side 16 and a second side 18.] The sheet of material 10 [also] 
includes an upper surface 20 (Figure 1) and a lower surface 22 (Figure 2). A 
connecting bonding material 24 is disposed on the upper surface 20 of the 
sheet of material 10. The sheet of material 10 has an outer peripheral 
[surface] edge 26. The connecting bonding material [10] 24 is disposed 
near and spaced a distance 28 from the outer peripheral [surface] edge 26 
of the sheet of material 10 and extends generally circumferentially about the 
sheet of material 10. 

[0050] The sheet of material 10 shown in Figure 1 is circularly shaped and 
the connecting bonding material 24 extends in a circularly shaped pattern over 
the upper surface 20 of the sheet of material 10. The sheet of material 10 may 
be any geometric shape such as square or rectangular or heart shaped or 
trapezoidally shaped or any other geometric shape. Further, the connecting 
bonding material 24 may extend in any geometric pattern over the upper 
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surface 20 of the sheet of material 10, and the circularly shaped pattern is 
shown in Figure 1 only by way of example. 

[0051] A sheet extension 25 is connected to the sheet of material 10. The 
sheet extension 25 extends about the outer peripheral [surface] edge 26 of 
the sheet of material 10. The sheet extension 25 extends outwardly from the 
sheet of material 10 terminating with an outer peripheral [surface] edge 27. 
The sheet extension 25 has an upper surface 29 (Figure 1) and a lower surface 
31 (Figure 2). The upper surface 29 is disposed in a plane about coplanar with 
the upper surface [22] 20 of the sheet of material 10 and the lower surface 
31 is disposed in a plane about coplanar with the lower surface 22 of the sheet 
of material 10. 

[0052] The sheet extension 25 and the sheet of material 10 may be 
integrally constructed of a single sheet of material or the sheet extension 25 
may be laminated to the sheet of material 10. A connecting bonding material 
33 is disposed on the upper surface 29 of the sheet extension 25. The 
connecting bonding material 33 is disposed near and spaced a distance from the 
outer peripheral [surface] edge 27 of the sheet extension 25 and extends 
generally circumferentially about the sheet extension 25. 
[0053] The sheet extension 25 is shown in Figure 1 as being circularly 
shaped. The sheet extension 25 may be any geometric shape such as a square 
or rectangular or heart shaped or trapezoidally shaped or any other geometric 
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shape and the geometric shape of the sheet extension 25 may be the same as 
the geometric shape of the sheet of material 10 or the sheet extension 25 may 
have a geometric shape different from the geometric shape of the sheet of 
material 10. Further, although the sheet extension 25 is shown in Figure 1 as 
extending circumferentially about the outer peripheral [surface] edge 26 of 
the sheet of material 10, the sheet extension 25 may extend only about a 
portion of the outer peripheral [surface] edge 26 of the sheet of material 10 
or the sheet extension 25 may comprise segments with each segment 
extending about a portion of the outer peripheral [surface] edge 26 of the 
sheet of material 10. 

[0054] The sheet of material 10 and the other sheets of material and the 
sheet extension 25 and the other sheet extensions described herein are 
constructed from any suitable flexible material that is capable of being wrapped 
or formed about a flower pot or a floral grouping as described herein. 
Preferably, the sheet of material 10 and the sheet extension 25 are constructed 
of a material selected from a group of materials consisting of paper, metal foil, 
cloth (natural or synthetic or combinations thereof), denim, burlap or 
[polymer] polymeric film or combinations thereof. 

[0055] The term "[polymer] polymeric film" as used herein means any 
[polymer] polymeric film. For example, but not by way of limitation, one 
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[polymer] polymeric film is a polypropylene film. Another example of a 
[polymer] polymeric film, but not by way of limitation, is cellophane. 
[0056] The sheet of material 10 and the sheet extension 25 each [have] 
has a thickness in a range from about 0.1 [mils] mil to about 30 mils. 
Preferably, the sheet of material 10 and the sheet extension 25 each [have] 
has a thickness in a range from about 0.1 [mils] mil to about 5 mils. 
[0057] The sheet of material 10 and the sheet extension 25 may be 
constructed of a single layer of material or a plurality of layers of the same or 
different types of materials. Any thickness of the sheet of material 10 and the 
sheet extension 25 may be utilized in accordance with the present invention as 
long as the sheet of material 10 and the sheet extension 25 are wrappable or 
formable about a flower pot or a floral grouping in the manners described 
herein. The layers of material comprising the sheet of material 10 and the 
sheet extension 25 may be connected together or laminated or may be 
separate layers. 

[0058] A decorative pattern, such as a color and/or an embossed pattern, 
and/or other decorative surface ornamentation may be applied to the upper 
surface 20 and/or the lower surface 22 of the sheet of material 10 or portions 
thereof including, but not limited to printed [design] designs , coatings, colors, 
flocking or metallic finishes. The sheet of material 10 also may be totally or 
partially clear or a tinted transparent material. 
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[0059] A decorative pattern, such as a color and/or an embossed pattern, 
and/or other decorative surface ornamentation may be applied to the upper 
surface 29 and/or the lower surface 31 of the sheet extension 25 or portions 
thereof including, but not limited to, printed [design] designs , coatings, 
colors, flocking or metallic finishes. The sheet extension 25 also may be totally 
or partially clear or a tinted transparent material. In one preferred embodiment 
the sheet of material 10 has a decorative pattern applied to the upper surface 
20 and/or the lower surface 22 while the sheet extension 25 is totally or 
partially clear or tinted transparent. The sheet extension 25 is shown in the 
drawings as being transparent. 

[0060] The term "bonding material" as used herein means an adhesive, 
preferably a pressure sensitive adhesive, or a cohesive. Where the bonding 
material is a cohesive, a similar cohesive material must be placed on the 
adjacent surface for bondingly contacting and bondingly engaging with the 
cohesive material. The term "bonding material" also includes materials which 
are heat sealable and, in this instance, the adjacent portions of the material 
must be brought into contact and then heat must be applied to effect the seal. 
The term "bonding material" as used herein also means a heat sealing lacquer 
which may be applied to the sheet of material 10 and, in this instance, heat 
also must be applied to effect the sealing. The term "bonding material" as used 
herein means any type of material or thing which can be used to effect the 
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bonding or connecting of the two adjacent portions of the sheet of material 10 
to effect the connection or bonding described herein. The term "bonding 
material" also includes other forms of effecting the bonding described herein 
such as chemical welds or heat fusion or welding by way of example only. 
[0061] The connecting bonding materials 24 and 33 are shown in Figure 
1 as being applied to the upper surface 20 of the sheet of material 10 or the 
upper surface 29 of the sheet extension 25 in the form of [a] circularly 
shaped [strip] strips . The connecting bonding materials 24 or 33 may be 
applied in the form of spots or spaced apart strips and the spots may be any 
geometric pattern or any other type of pattern such as a logo* for example. 
Further, the connecting bonding materials 24 or 33 may include a color to 
obscure the fact that the connecting bonding materials 24 and 33 are disposed 
on the sheet of material 10 or the sheet extension 25. 
[0062] Shown in Figure 2 is a flower pot 30 having an upper end 32, a 
lower end 34 and an outer peripheral surface 36. An opening 38 is formed 
through the upper end 32 of the flower pot 30 providing access to a retaining 
space 40. The retaining space 40 is sized to accommodate growing medium 
such as soil* for example* and at least a portion of a botanical item such as a 
plant or flower* for example. 

[0063] The retaining space 40 [forms] is defined bv an inner peripheral 
surface 42 [in] of the flower pot 30. A bottom 44 of the flower pot 30 is 
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disposed at the lower end 34 and cooperates to enclose or partially enclose the 
retaining space 40. The flower pot 30 may be any conventional, commercially 
available container well known in the art. 

[0064] Growing medium 45 is shown in Figure 2 disposed in the retaining 
space 40 and a floral grouping 47 is shown in Figure 2 partially disposed in the 
growing [media] medium 45. A portion of the floral grouping 47 extends a 
distance upwardly above the upper end 32 of the flower pot 30. 
[0065] "Floral grouping" as used herein means any botanical item such as 
[botanical item such as] flowers or plants or trees or the like, or a single 
flower or a single plant or a single tree or the like, and may include other floral 
materials and may include other secondary plants and/or ornamentation which 
add to the aesthetics of the [overall] floral grouping. The botanical item may 
be a growing flower, plant or tree or the like, or may be an artificial flower plant 
or tree or the like. 

[0066] The flower pot 30 is placed on the upper surface 20 of the sheet of 
material 10. More particularly, the bottom 44 of the flower pot 30 is disposed 
on a central portion of the sheet of material 10. In this position, the connecting 
bonding material 24 extends circumferentially about the flower pot 30 and the 
connecting bonding material 24 is spaced a distance from the flower pot 30. 
[0067] The sheet of material 10 then is formed about the flower pot 30 to 
a position wherein the sheet of material 10 extends about and encompasses 
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substantially the entire outer peripheral surface 36 of the flower pot 30, 
including the bottom 44. It should be noted that the sheet of material 10 does 
not have to cover the bottom 44. In this position, a portion of the sheet of 
material 10 is disposed adjacent the bottom 44 of the flower pot [10] 30 and 
portions of the sheet of material 10 extend upwardly and encompass the entire 
outer peripheral surface 36 of the flower pot 30 between the upper end 32 and 
the lower end 34 of the flower pot [10] 30. In one embodiment, the portions 
of the sheet of material 10 extending over the outer peripheral surface 36 are 
spaced a distance from the outer peripheral surface 36 of the flower pot 30 to 
provide a blossom type affect effect . 

[0068] When the sheet of material 10 is formed about the flower pot 30, 
a portion of the sheet of material 10 near the outer peripheral [surface] edge 
26 thereof extends a distance above the upper end 32 of the flower pot 30 as 
shown in Figure 2. Further, when the sheet of material 10 is formed about the 
flower pot 30, the sheet of material 10 is sized and the connecting bonding 
material 24 is positioned on the upper surface 20 of the sheet of material 10 so 
that the connecting bonding material 24 is disposed a distance above the upper 
end 32 of the flower pot 30. 

[0069] In this position, the portion of the sheet of material 10 disposed 
near and about the connecting bonding material 24 is crimped by bringing 
together portions of the sheet of material 10 near and about the connecting 



8403.979 Remarks Accompanying Complete App for Pub.wpd 19 



bonding material 24 so that portions of the sheet of material 10 near and about 
the connecting bonding material 24 are disposed adjacent each other and the 
adjacent portions of the sheet of material 10 are connected by way of the 
connecting bonding material 24 thereby forming a plurality of connected 
overlapping folds [45] 49 in the portion of the sheet of material 10 near and 
about the connecting bonding material 24. The connected overlapping folds 
[45] 49 extend at various distances and at various angles. The connected 
overlapping folds [45] 49 (Figures 2 and 3) in the area near and about the 
portion of the sheet of material 10 containing the connecting bonding material 
24 is designated in Figure 2 by the reference numeral 46 and sometimes 
referred to herein as the crimped portion 46 (Figures 2 and 3). 
[0070] A [typical] section showing a portion of a [typical] connected 
overlapping fold [45] 49 is shown in Figure 4. The adjacent portions of the 
sheet of material 10 on the upper surface 20 are shown in Figure 4 as being 
connected via the connecting bonding material 24 while the adjacent 
portions of the sheet of material 10 on the lower surface 22 are unconnected 
since no connecting bonding material 24 is disposed on the lower surface 22. 
It should be noted that connecting bonding material 24 also can be disposed 
on the lower surface 22 for connecting adjacent portions of the lower surface 
22 in the crimped portion 46 (Figures 2 and 3). if desired and as described 
in more detail below. 
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[0071] The crimped portion 46 extends circumferentially about the upper 
end 32 of the flower pot 30. The crimped portion 46 also extends a distance 
inwardly from the upper end 32 of the flower pot 30 toward a central portion 
of the retaining space 40 thereby forming a ridge portion 48 extending 
circumferentially about the flower pot 30 generally near the upper end 32 of the 
flower pot 30. The crimped portion 46 and the ridge portion 48 thereof 
cooperate to engage the upper end 32 of the flower pot 30 to assist and 
cooperate in holding the sheet of material 10 formed about the flower pot 30 
to provide a decorative cover 50 (Figures 2 and 3). 

[0072] The crimped portion 46* when formed* preferably causes adjacent 
portions of the upper and lower surfaces 20 and 22 of the sheet of material 10 
to be brought together or positioned adjacent each other. The crimped portion 
46 and the other crimped portions shown in the drawings are shown in an 
expanded form where the portions of the lower surface 22 are not disposed 
adjacent each other for the purpose of illustration and because this expanded 
form may be desired in some applications. 

[0073] The portion of the sheet of material 10 extending between the 
connecting bonding material 24 and the outer peripheral [surface] edge 26 
of the sheet of material 10 extends a distance above the crimped portion 46 
and is flared outwardly and extends a distance radially outwardly from the 
crimped portion 46 to form a flared portion 52. The flared portion 52 extends 
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circumferentially about the decorative cover 50 and circumferentially about the 
upper end 32 of the flower pot 30. 

[0074] In this embodiment, the connecting bonding material 24 preferably 
is a pressure sensitive adhesive or a cohesive, although the connecting bonding 
material 24 could be in any of the other forms described before. 
[0075] The upper surface 20 of the sheet of material 10 forms the inner 
peripheral surface of the decorative cover 50 and the lower surface 22 of the 
sheet of material 10 forms the outer peripheral surface of the decorative cover 
50. [The] A portion of the inner peripheral surface of the decorative cover 50 
formed by the upper surface 20 of the sheet of material 10 is disposed adjacent 
the bottom 44[. The] of the flower pot 30; and a portion of the inner 
peripheral surface of the decorative cover 50 formed by the upper surface 20 
is spaced a distance from the outer peripheral surface 36 of the flower pot 30. 
[0076] As described above, the flower pot 30 [was] is placed on the upper 
surface 20 of the sheet of material 10 and the sheet of material 10 is then 
formed about the [sheet of material 10] flower pot 30 to form the 
decorative cover 50 with the upper surface 20 being disposed near the outer 
peripheral surface 36 of the flower pot 30 and the lower surface 22 providing 
the outer surface of the decorative cover 50. In the alternative, the flower pot 
30 may be placed on the lower surface 22 of the sheet of material 10. In this 
last-mentioned embodiment, the sheet of material 10 is formed about the 
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flower pot 30 in the manner exactly like that described before, except the lower 
surface 22 is disposed near the outer peripheral surface 36 of the flower pot 30 
and the upper surface 20 forms the outer surface of the decorative cover 50 
with the connecting bonding material 24 being disposed on the outer surface 
of the decorative cover 50. 

[0077] Either before or after or during the forming of the crimped portion 
46, the sheet extension 25 is formed about the floral grouping 47 to a position 
wherein the sheet extension 25 encompasses a substantial portion of the floral 
grouping 47, as shown in Figures 2 and 3. The sheet extension 25 extends 
upwardly about the floral grouping 47 with a portion of the sheet extension 25 
extending upwardly beyond the upper end of the floral grouping 47 terminating 
with the outer peripheral [surface] edge 27 of the sheet extension 25 and 
forming an open upper end. In this position of the sheet extension 25, portions 
of the sheet extension 25 near the outer peripheral [surface] edge 27 (the 
open upper end) thereof are brought into contact thereby bringing the 
connecting bonding material 33 into contact and into engagement with 
adjacent portions of the sheet extension 25 for closing the sheet extension 25 
about or above an upper end of the floral grouping 47. 
[0078] In a preferred form, a line of perforations 53 (Figures 1 [and] - 3) 
is formed between the sheet of material 10 and the sheet extension 25. The 
line of perforations 53 extends generally about the outer peripheral [surface] 
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edge 26 of the sheet of material 10. The sheet extension 25 encompasses the 
floral grouping 47 and provides a protective covering for the floral grouping 47 
to protect the floral grouping 47 during shipment and/or storage. When it is 
desired to remove the protective covering provided by the sheet extension 25, 
the operator tears the sheet extension 25 along the line of perforations 53 
thereby severing or separating the sheet extension 25 from the sheet of 
material 10 so that the sheet extension 25 can be removed from the sheet of 
material 10[ or, inl . In other words, the protective covering may be removed 
from the decorative [covering] cover 50 by tearing along the line of 
perforations 53. 

[0079] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURES 5 AND 6 

[0080] Shown in Figure 5 is a modified sheet of material 10a which is 
constructed exactly like the sheet of material 10 shown in Figure 1 and 
described in detail before, except the sheet of material 10a includes a cohesive 
or pressure sensitive adhesive connecting bonding material 54 disposed on 
[the] a lower surface 22a of the sheet of material 10a. The cohesive or 
pressure sensitive adhesive connecting bonding material 54 extends 
circumferentially about the lower surface 22a. The cohesive or pressure 
sensitive adhesive connecting bonding material 54 is spaced a distance 56 from 
[the] an outer peripheral [surface] edge 26a of the sheet of material 10a. 
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Preferably, the distance 56 corresponds or equals the distance 28 described 
before in connection with the sheet of material 10 shown in Figure 1. 
[0081] The sheet of material 10a includes the connecting bonding material 
54 (preferably a pressure sensitive adhesive or cohesive connecting bonding 
material) on [the] an upper surface 20a (Figure 6) of the sheet of material 
10a exactly like that described before in connection with the sheet of material 
10 shown in Figure 1. 

[0082] [The] A sheet extension 25a is constructed exactly like the sheet 
extension 25 shown in Figures 1 through 3 and described in detail before, 
except the sheet extension 25a includes [the] a connecting bonding material 
33a disposed on [the] a lower surface 31a of the sheet extension 25a. 
[0083] In this embodiment, the sheet of material 10a is formed about the 
flower pot 30 in a manner exactly like that described before in connection with 
the sheet of material 10 formed about the flower pot 30 as shown in Figure 2, 
except in this embodiment, when the crimped portion (not shown) like the 
crimped portion 46 (Figure 2) is formed, the adjacent portions of the sheet of 
material 10a in the area containing the connecting bonding material 54 also will 
be bondingly connected to form connected overlapping folds 49a (Figure 
6). Thus, in this embodiment, the adjacent portions of the sheet of material 
10a on the upper surface 20a and the lower surface 22a are bondingly 
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connected by way of the respective connecting bonding material 24 of Figure 
1 or the cohesive connecting bonding material 54. 

[0084] The sheet extension 25a is formed about the floral grouping 47 in 
a manner exactly like that described before in connection with Figures 1 
through 3, except the connecting bonding material 33a on the lower surface 
31a is brought into bonding engagement with adjacent portions of the sheet 
extension 25a to close the open upper end of the protective covering provided 
by the sheet extension 25a. 

[0085] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURE 7 

[0086] Shown in Figure 7 is a decorative cover 50b formed from 

another modified sheet of material 10b which is constructed exactly like the 
sheet of material 10 shown in Figures 1-4 and described in detail before, 
except, in this embodiment, [the] a crimped portion 46b extends a distance 
radially outwardly and circumferentially about the upper end 32 of the flower 
pot 30. The sheet of material 10b is formed about the flower pot 30 in the 
manner exactly like that described before with respect to the sheet of material 
10 shown in Figures 1-4 and described in detail before, except the crimped 
portion 46b is formed to extend radially outwardly as opposed to radially 
inwardly in the manner described before in connection with the sheet of 
material 10 in the crimped portion 46 (Figures [1-4] 2 and 3 ). 



8403.979 Remarks Accompanying Complete App for Pub.wpd 26 



[0087] It should be noted that in connection with the sheet of material 10, 
10a or 10b, the bottom 44 of the flower pot 30 may be placed on the lower 
surface 22 . 22a or 22b [and] of the sheet of material 10, 10a or 10b t 
respectively, [and] The sheet of material 10. 10a or 10b may then be 
formed about the flower pot 30 in the manner described before with the upper 
surface 20 . 20a or 20b of the sheet of material 10. 10a or 10b forming the 
outer peripheral surface of the decorative cover 50 or 50b in lieu of the lower 
surface 22 . 22a or 22b forming the outer peripheral surface of the decorative 
cover 50 or 50b in the manner described before in connection with the 
embodiments shown in Figures 1-7. 

[0088] [The] A sheet extension 25b is constructed exactly like the sheet 
extension 25 shown in Figures 1 through 4 and described in detail before. 

[0089] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURES 8 AND 9 

[0090] Shown in Figures 8 and 9 is another modified sheet of material 10c 
which is constructed exactly like the sheet of material 10 shown in Figures 1-4 
and described in detail before, except the sheet of material 10c does not include 
[the] a connecting bonding material [24] (such as the connecting bonding 
material 241 . The sheet of material 10c includes a drawstring 58. The 
drawstring 58 is connected to the sheet of material 10c. The drawstring 58 has 
opposite ends 60 and 62. Portions of the drawstring 58 near each of the 
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opposite ends 60 and 62 thereof exit through respective openings 64 and 66 
formed in [the] an upper surface 20c of the sheet of material 10c. 
[0091] The drawstring 58 extends circumferentially about the sheet of 
material 10c and the drawstring 58 is spaced a distance 68 from [the] an outer 
peripheral [surface] edge 26c of the sheet of material 10c. 
[0092] The drawstring 58 may be connected to the sheet of material 10c 
in any suitable manner so desired in any particular application. In one 
preferred embodiment, the sheet of material 10c comprises a first sheet 70 and 
a second sheet 72 (Figure 9). The drawstring 58 is disposed between the first 
and the second sheets 70 and 72 and the first and the second sheets 70 and 
72 then are bondingly connected or laminated to form the sheet of material 
10c. Portions of the first and the second sheets 70 and 72 near the drawstring 
58 are left unconnected so that the drawstring 58 may slidingly move between 
the first and the second sheets 70 and 72. The openings 64 and 66 more 
particularly are formed through a portion of the first sheet 70. The first and the 
second sheets 70 and 72 are constructed of materials exactly like that 
described before with respect to the sheet of material 10. 
[0093] [The] A sheet extension 25c is constructed exactly like the sheet 
extension 25 shown in Figures 1 through 4 and described in detail before, 
except the sheet extension [25] 25c does not include [the] a connecting 
bonding material [33] (such as the connecting bonding material 33) . 
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although it could also include connecting bonding material* if desired. The 
sheet extension 25c includes a drawstring 57. The drawstring 57 is connected 
to the sheet extension [25] 25c . The drawstring 57 has opposite ends 59 and 
61. Portions of the drawstring 57 near each of the opposite ends 59 and 61 
exit through respective openings 63 and 65 formed in [the] an upper surface 
29c of the sheet extension 25c. 

[0094] The drawstring 57 extends circumferentially about the sheet 
extension 25c. The drawstring 57 is spaced a distance from [the] an outer 
peripheral [surface] edge 27c of the sheet extension 25c. 
[0095] The drawstring 57 may be connected to the sheet extension 25c in 
any suitable manner so desired in any particular application. In one preferred 
embodiment, the sheet extension 25c is formed by extending the first and the 
second sheets 70 and 72 (Figure 9). The drawstring 57 is disposed between 
the first and the second sheets 70 and 72 and the first and the second sheets 
70 and 72 then are bondingly connected or laminated to form the sheet of 
material 10c and the sheet extension 25c. Portions of the first and the second 
sheets 70 and 72 near the drawstring 57 are left unconnected so the drawstring 
57 may slidingly move between the first and the second [sheet] sheets 70 
and 72. The [opening] openings 63 and 65 more particularly are formed 
through a portion of the first sheet 70. 
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[0096] The sheet of material 10c is formed about a flower pot, such as 

the flower pot 30 L in the manner exactly like that described before with respect 
to the sheet of material 10 shown in Figures 1-4 and described in detail before. 
The drawstring 58 is positioned on the sheet of material 10c and the sheet of 
material 10c is sized and shaped so that, when the sheet of material 10c is 
formed about the flower pot [30], the drawstring 58 is disposed above the 
upper end [32] of the flower pot [30]. In this position, the ends 60 and 62 of 
the drawstring 58 are pulled,, thereby drawing the portions of the sheet of 
material 10c generally near the drawstring 58 inwardly and crimping the 
portions of the sheet of material 10c near the drawstring 58 to form [the] a 
crimped portion like the [crimp] crimped portion 46 shown in Figures 2 and 
3. The ends 60 and 62 of the drawstring 58 then are tied or otherwise secured 
to maintain the crimped portion formed in the decorative [covering] cover 
formed by the sheet of material 10c. 

[0097] The sheet extension 25c is formed about a floral grouping, such 

as the floral grouping 47* to a position wherein the sheet extension 25c 
extends about a substantial portion of the floral grouping. In this position, the 
ends 59 and 61 of the drawstring 57 are pulled* thereby drawing portions of the 
sheet extension 25c generally near the drawstring 57 inwardly* closing the open 
upper end of the sheet extension 25c about the floral grouping. The ends 61 
and 59 then are tied or otherwise secured to maintain the sheet extension 25c 
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extending about the floral grouping to provide the protective covering. The 
sheet extension 25c may be separated from the decorative cover formed by the 
sheet of material 10c by tearing along [the] a line of perforations 53c (Figure 
81 

[0098] The decorative [covering] cover formed by the sheet of material 
10c will look like the decorative [covering] cover 50 shown in Figures 2 and 
3, except the crimped portion 46 is formed by pulling the drawstring 58 and the 
resulting adjacent portions of the sheet of material 10c are not bondingly 
connected in the manner described before with respect to the decorative cover 
50. It should be noted that the sheet of material 10c also could include a 
cohesive or pressure sensitive adhesive bonding material on the upper surface 
20c of the sheet of material 10c exactly like that described before with respect 
to the connecting bonding material 24 on the sheet of material 10 (Figures 1- 
4). In this embodiment, the adjacent portions of the sheet of material 10c 
formed when the drawstring 58 is pulled to form the crimped portion[,] also 
would be bondingly connected in a manner like that described before with 
respect to the decorative cover 50 and the crimped portion 46 (Figures 1-4). 
Also, the sheet of material 10c can be constructed like the sheet of material 10a 
shown in Figures 5 and 6 and described in detail before so that the adjacent 
portions of [the] a lower surface 22c of sheet of material 10c also are 
connected when the drawstring 58 is pulled to form the crimped portion. 
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[0099] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURES 10 AND 11 

[0100] Shown in Figures 10 and 11 is a modified sheet of material lOd 
which is constructed exactly like the sheet of material 10 shown in Figures 1-4 
and described in detail before, except the sheet of material lOd also includes 
a pot connecting bonding material 80 disposed on [the] an upper surface 20d 
of the sheet of material lOd. The pot connecting bonding material 80 extends 
circumferentially about the sheet of material lOd. The pot connecting bonding 
material 80 is spaced a distance 82 from [the] an outer peripheral [surface] 
edge 26d of the sheet of material lOd and the distance 82 is greater than 
[the] a distance 28d between [the] a connecting bonding material 24d and 
the outer peripheral [surface] edge 26d. The pot connecting bonding material 
80 is spaced a distance 84 from the connecting bonding material 24d. 
[0101] The sheet of material lOd is formed about the flower pot 30 in a 
manner exactly like that described before in connection with the sheet of 
material 10 shown in Figures 1-4, except, in this embodiment, the sheet of 
material lOd is sized and shaped and the pot connecting bonding material 80 
is positioned on the sheet of material lOd so that, when the sheet of material 
lOd is formed about the flower pot 30, the pot connecting bonding material 80 
is disposed near the outer peripheral surface 36 and near the upper end 32 of 
the flower pot 30. In this position, the portions of the sheet of material lOd 
having the pot connecting bonding material 80 disposed thereon are pressed 
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or positioned against the outer peripheral surface 36 of the flower pot 30 so 
that the pot connecting bonding material 80 bondingly engages and bondingly 
connects a portion of the sheet of material lOd to the outer peripheral surface 
36 of the flower pot 30 generally near and adjacent the upper end 32 of the 
flower pot 30 for bonding a portion of the sheet of material lOd to the flower 
pot 30. 

[0102] The sheet of material lOd thus is bonded to the flower pot 30 by 
way of the pot connecting bonding material 80 and the connection between the 
sheet of material lOd and the flower pot 30 extends circumferentially about the 
flower pot 30 generally near and adjacent the upper end 32 thereof. 
[0103] In this embodiment, [the] a crimped portion 46d and [the] a ridge 
portion 48d cooperate to secure the sheet of material lOd in the form of [the] 
a decorative cover [50] 50d formed about the flower pot 30 and the pot 
connecting bonding material 80 also cooperates to maintain the sheet of 
material lOd in the form of the decorative cover 50d positioned about the 
flower pot 30. The pot connecting bonding material 80 thus augments the 
crimped portion 46d and the ridge portion 48d in maintaining the sheet of 
material lOd in the form of the decorative cover 50d secured about the flower 
pot 30. 

[0104] The sheet of material lOd also could be constructed like the sheet 
of material 10a if desired. The sheet of material lOd also could be constructed 
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like the sheet of material 10b to form the decorative cover 50b in a manner like 
that described before with respect to Figure 7 if desired in a particular 
application. The sheet of material lOd also could include [the] a drawstring in 
the manner described before with respect to the drawstring 58 shown in Figures 
8 and 9 if desired in a particular application. 

[0105] The sheet of material lOd is connected to [the] a sheet extension 
25d and the sheet extension 25d is constructed exactly like the sheet extension 
25 shown in Figures 1 through 4 and described in detail before* and is 
detachable via a line of perforations 53d . The sheet extension 25d is 
formed about the floral grouping 47 to provide the [protective covering] 
decorative cover 50d in the manner exactly like [that] the decorative 
cover 50 described before in connection with Figures 1 through 4. The sheet 
extension 25d is shown in Figure 11 formed about the floral grouping 47. 

[0106] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURES 12 AND 13 

[0107] Shown in Figures 12 and 13 is another modified sheet of material 
lOe, which is constructed exactly like the sheet of material 10 shown in Figures 
1-4 and described in detail before, except the sheet of material lOe does not 
necessarily include [the] a connecting bonding material like the connecting 
bonding material 24 on the sheet of material 10 shown in Figures 1-4. The 
sheet of material lOe includes reinforcing [means] structure 86 connected 
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to the sheet of material lOe. The reinforcing [means] structure 86 more 
particularly comprises a plurality of reinforcing elements with two reinforcing 
elements 88 and 90 being shown in Figures 12 and 13 by way of example. 
Each of the reinforcing elements 88 and 90 [are] is connected to the sheet of 
material lOe. The reinforcing elements 88 and 90 each extend 
circumferentially about the sheet of material lOe. The reinforcing elements 88 
and 90 are spaced about a distance 92 from [the] an outer peripheral 
[surface] edge 26e of the sheet of material lOe. 

[0108] The reinforcing elements 88 and 90 may be connected to the sheet 
of material lOe in any suitable manner. Preferably, the sheet of material lOe 
is formed using a first sheet 94 and a second sheet 96 (Figure 13) with the 
reinforcing elements 88 and 90 being disposed between the first and the second 
sheets 94 and 96. In this position, the first and the second sheets 94 and 96 
are bondingly connected or laminated together to form the sheet of material 
lOe. The first and the second sheets 94 and 96 are constructed of any of the 
materials described before in connection with the sheet of material 10 shown 
in Figures 1-4. 

[0109] In this embodiment, the sheet of material lOe is formed about a 
flower pot, such as the flower pot 30* in the manner exactly like that 
described before in connection with the sheet of material 10 shown in Figures 
1-4, except [the] a crimped portion (not shown) is maintained in the formed 
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position by way of the reinforcing elements 88 and 90 which cooperate to 
maintain the portion of the sheet of material lOe in a crimped position to form 
the crimped portion such as the crimped portion 46 shown in Figures 2 and 3 
and described in detail before. 

[0110] The reinforcing elements 88 and 90 may be constructed of any type 
of material capable of maintaining the shape of the crimped portion of the 
decorative cover (not shown) formed from the sheet of material which 

is like the crimped portion 46 of the decorative cover 50 described before. The 
reinforcing elements 88 and 90 may be wire elements* for example* or plastic 
rods and the reinforcing elements 88 and 90 may be continuous as illustrated 
in Figure 12 or in the form of segments as may be desired in a particular 
application. 

[0111] It also should be noted that the sheet of material lOe can be 
formed about [the] a flower pot [30] to provide a decorative [covering] 
cover like the decorative [covering] cover 50b shown in [Figures] Figure 

7 and described in detail before. It also should be noted that the sheet of 
material lOe may include a connecting bonding material like the connecting 
bonding material 24 and/or connecting bonding material like the connecting 
bonding material 54* if desired in a particular application. In some instances, 
it also may be desirable to include a drawstring with the sheet of material lOe 
like the drawstring 58 shown in Figures 8 and 9 and described in detail before. 
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It also should be noted that the sheet of material lOe may include a pot 
connecting bonding material like the pot material bonding material 80 shown 
in [Figures] Figure 10 [and 11] for forming a decorative cover like the 
decorative [covering] cover 50d shown in Figure 11* if desired in a particular 
application. 

[0112] The sheet of material lOe includes a sheet extension 25e. The 
sheet extension 25e is constructed exactly like the sheet extension 25 shown 
in Figures 1 through 4 and described in detail before, except the sheet 
extension 25e does not include a connecting bonding material, although it could 
include a connecting bonding material if desired. Rather, the sheet extension 
25e includes a reinforcing [means] structure . The reinforcing [means] 
structure more particularly comprises a reinforcing element 87. The 
reinforcing element 87 is connected to the sheet extension 25e in a manner like 
that described before in connection with the reinforcing elements 88 and 90. 
[0113] The sheet extension 25e is formed about the floral grouping in a 
manner like that described before in connection with the sheet extension 25 
shown in Figures 1 through 4. The open upper end of the sheet extension [25] 
25e which extends above the upper end of the floral grouping is closed by 
bending and twisting the portion of the sheet extension 25e having the 
reinforcing element 87 therein. The reinforcing element 87 cooperates to 
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maintain the open upper end of the sheet extension 25e closed over the floral 
grouping to provide [the] a protective cover. 

[0114] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURES 14 AND 15 

[0115] Shown in Figures 14 and 15 is yet another modified sheet of 
material lOf which is constructed exactly like the sheet of material 10 shown 
in Figures 1-4 and described in detail before, except the sheet of material lOf 
does not necessarily include a connecting bonding material like the connecting 
bonding material 24 described in detail before with respect to the sheet of 
material 10. The sheet of material lOf more particularly includes a reinforcing 
[means] structure 98. 

[0116] The reinforcing [means] structure 98 comprises a plurality of 
reinforcing elements 100 (only one of the reinforcing elements 100 being 
designated with the reference numeral in Figures 14 and 15). The reinforcing 
elements 100 may be constructed of any material and any shape so long as the 
reinforcing elements 100 cooperate with the sheet of material lOf to reinforce 
the sheet of material lOf and assist in maintaining the formed shape of the 
sheet of material lOf. In one form, the reinforcing elements 100 may comprise 
a plurality of wire elements or plastic rod-like elements* for example. The 
reinforcing elements 100 may be continuous as shown in Figures 14 and 15* or 
may be segmented as may be desired in a particular application. The 
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reinforcing elements 100 extend [over substantially the entire surface of] 
throughout the sheet of material lOf. 

[0117] The sheet of material lOf is formed about a flower pot, such as 

the flower pot 30* in the manner described before in connection with Figure 2 
or 7, except, in this embodiment, the reinforcing elements 100 cooperate to 
maintain a portion of the sheet of material lOf formed in the form of the 
crimped portion like the crimped portion 46 or 46b in lieu of connecting bonding 
material. 

[0118] The sheet of material lOf may include a connecting bonding 
material like the connecting bonding material 24 or a connecting bonding 
material like the cohesive connecting bonding material 54* if desired in a 
particular application. Also, the sheet of material lOf may include a drawstring 
like the drawstring 58 shown in Figure 8 and described in detail before. Also, 
the sheet of material lOf may include a pot connecting bonding material like the 
pot connecting bonding material 80 shown in Figures 10 and 11 and described 
in detail before. 

[0119] The sheet of material lOf includes [the] a sheet extension 25f 
connected thereto. The sheet extension 25f includes a reinforcing [means] 
structure 97. In one form, the reinforcing [means] structure 97 comprises 
a plurality of reinforcing elements 101 ( only one of the reinforcing elements 
101 being designated with the reference numeral in Figures 14 and 15) . 
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The reinforcing elements 101 may be continuous* as shown in Figures 14 and 
15* or may be segmented as may be desired in a particular application. The 
reinforcing elements 101 extend over substantially throughout the [entire 
surface of the] sheet extension 25f. 

[0120] The sheet extension 25f is formed about [the] a floral grouping in 
a manner like that described before in connection with the sheet extension 25 
shown in Figures 1 through 4. [The] An open upper end of the sheet extension 
25f then is closed over [the] an upper end of the floral grouping to provide the 
protective covering. The reinforcing elements 101 cooperate to maintain the 
sheet extension 25f closed over the open upper end of the floral grouping. 
[0121] The reinforcing elements 101 preferably are not continuous or part 
of the reinforcing elements 100 so that the sheet extension 25f may be 
separated from the sheet of material lOf by tearing along [the] a line of 
perforations 53f. The sheet extension 25f may include a drawstring like the 
drawstring 57 shown in Figure 8 and described in detail before. 

[0122] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURES 16 AND 17 

[0123] Shown in Figures 16 and 17 is still another modified sheet of 
material lOg which is constructed exactly like the sheet of material 10 shown 
in Figures 1-4 and described in detail before, except the sheet of material lOg 
does not include a connecting bonding material like the connecting bonding 
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material 24 on the sheet of material 10 shown in Figures 1-4. Rather, the 
sheet of material lOg includes a shrink material 102 disposed on [the] a 
[upper] lower surface [20g] 22o of the sheet of material lOg. The shrink 
material 102 may be constructed of any material which shrinks when subjected 
to heat or liquid or some other outside force or fluid. Such materials are well 
known in the art. 

[0124] The shrink material 102 extends circumferentially about the 
[upper] lower surface [20g] 22q of the sheet of material lOg. The shrink 
material 102 is spaced a distance 104 from [the] an outer peripheral 
[surface] edge 26g of the sheet of material lOg. 

[0125] The sheet of material lOg is formed about the flower pot 30 
(Figure 17) in the manner exactly like that described before in connection with 
Figures 2 or 7. The shrink material 102 is positioned on the sheet of material 
lOg and the sheet of material lOg is sized and shaped so that the shrink 
material 102 is positioned above the upper end 32 of the flower pot 30 when 
the sheet of material lOg is formed about the flower pot 30 in a manner like 
that described before with respect to the positioning of the connecting bonding 
material 24 on the sheet of material 10 (Figures 1-4). In this position, the 
shrink material 102 then is subjected to heat or any of the other means 
mentioned before causing the shrink material 102 to shrink* thereby forming 
[the] a crimped portion 46g in a decorative cover 50g (Figure 17). The 
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crimped portion 46g will operate in a manner exactly like that described before 
with respect to the crimped portion 46 on the decorative cover 50 (Figures 2 
and 3). 

[0126] The sheet of material lOg has [the] a sheet extension 25g 
connected thereto. The sheet extension 25g is constructed exactly like the 
sheet extension 25 shown in Figures 1 through 4 and described in detail before* 
and may be detached via a line of perforations 53q . 
[0127] The sheet extension 25g is formed about the floral grouping 47 
(Figure 17) and a portion of the sheet extension 25g near [the] an outer 
peripheral [surface] edge 27g is closed over the upper end of the floral 
grouping 47 to a position wherein portions of the sheet extension 25g are 
bondingly contacted by [the] a connecting bonding material 33g to close the 
open upper end of the sheet extension 25g over the upper end of the floral 
grouping 47 to provide [the] a protective covering. The bonding material 33g 
may comprise shrink material. 

[0128] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURE 18 

[0129] Shown in Figure 18 is a plurality of sheets of material lOh (only one 
of the sheets of material lOh being designated with a reference numeral [in 
Figure 18 for example)]. The sheets of material lOh are positioned and 



8403.979 Remarks Accompanying Complete App for Pub.wpd 42 



connected together to form a pad 106. The sheets of material lOh may be 
constructed in any of the forms of sheets of material described herein. 
[0130] Each of the sheets of material lOh includes [the] a sheet extension 
25h (only one of the sheet extensions 25h being designated with a reference 
numeral [in Figure 18 for example)]. 

[0131] In this embodiment, one of the sheets of material lOh in the pad 
106 is removed from the pad 106 and formed about [the] a flower pot [30] 
to provide the decorative [covering] cover in any of the manners described 
herein. In the alternative, the flower pot [30] may be placed on one of the 
sheets of material lOh in the pad 106 and then the sheet of material lOh 
may be formed about the flower pot [30] to provide the decorative cover in 
any of the manners described herein while simultaneously removing the sheet 
of material lOh from the pad 106. The sheet extensions 25h are formed about 
[the] a floral grouping to provide [the] a protective covering in the manners 
described before. 

[0132] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURE 19 

[0133] Shown in Figure 19 is a roll of material 108* generally supported. 
In this embodiment, material from the roll of material 108 is unrolled and pulled 
from the roll of material 108 in a direction 110 to unroll a portion of the 
material from the roll of material 108. When a predetermined amount of the 
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material has been unrolled from the roll of material 108, a knife edge 112 is 
brought into cutting contact with a portion of the material unrolled from the roll 
of material 108 to [severe] sever a sheet of material from the roll of material 
108 . The knife edge 112 may be automatically actuated by an actuator 114 
which may be a hydraulic cylinder* for example* or the knife edge 112 may be 
a manually actuated knife edge or a knife edge on the edge of a container 
which contains the roll of material 108* for example. 

[0134] In this embodiment, the material in the roll of material 108 is 
constructed of any of the materials described herein with respect to any of the 
sheets of [materials with the] having a sheet extension connected thereto 
as described herein [to provide any of the sheets of material with the 
sheet extension connected thereto described herein]. In this 
embodiment, the sheets of [materials with the] material having a sheet 
extension connected thereto as described herein are supplied in the form of the 
roll of material 108 and the sheets of material [with] having the sheet 
extension connected thereto are severed from the roll of material 108 in the 
manner just described. 

[0135] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURE 20 

[0136] Shown in Figure 20 is a roll of material 116 which is [generally] 
iournallv supported. The material in the roll of material 116 may be 
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constructed of any of the materials described herein with respect to any of the 
sheets of [materials] material described herein. As shown in Figure 20, the 
roll of material 116 contains a plurality of spaced apart connecting bonding 
materials 24j disposed on the material [and] in the roll of material 116 . The 
material in the roll of material 116 also contains a plurality of spaced apart 
perforations 118 (only [one] two of the perforations 118 being designated 
with a reference numeral [in Figure 20]). The perforations 118 separate the 
material in the roll of material 116 into a plurality of sheets of material lOj. 
Each of the sheets of material lOj [are] is constructed exactly like the sheet 
of material 10 shown in Figures 1-4 and described in detail before. 
[0137] Each of the sheets of material lOj has a sheet extension 25j 
connected thereto. 

[0138] In this embodiment, the material is unrolled from the roll of 
material 116 to a desired length. A portion of the material in the roll of 
material 116 then is separated from the roll of material 116 by tearing the 
material along one of the perforations 118 to provide the sheet of material lOj 
[with] having the sheet extension 25[,] connected thereto. The sheet of 
material lOj then is wrapped or formed about [the] a flower pot [30] in any 
of the manners described herein. 

[0139] It should be noted that the sheet of material lOj has been described 
before as being constructed like the sheet of material 10 shown in Figures 1-4, 
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although the sheet of material lOj could be constructed like any of the other 
sheets of material described herein* if desired in a particular application. 

[0140] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURES 21. 22 AND 23 

[0141] Shown in Figure [23] 21 is a sheet of material 10k which is 
constructed exactly like the sheet of material 10 shown in Figure 1 and 
described in detail before, except the sheet of material 10k also includes a 
plurality of strips of pot connecting bonding material 120 with the individual 
strips of the pot connecting bonding material 120 being designated in Figure 21 
by the individual reference numerals 120a, 120b, 120c, 120d x [and] 120e and 
120f . 

[0142] The strips of pot connecting bonding [materials] material 120a-f 

are spaced a distance circumferentially apart about the sheet of material 10k. 
Each of the strips of pot connecting bonding [materials] material 120a-f 
extends from [the] a connecting bonding material 24k a distance radially 
inwardly toward a central portion of the sheet of material 10k. The strips of 
pot connecting bonding [materials] material 120a-f preferably are strips of 
pressure sensitive adhesive pot connecting bonding [materials] material . 
The strips of pot connecting bonding [materials] material 120a-f also could 
be a cohesive[,]i however, in this instance, a corresponding cohesive pot 
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connecting bonding material also would be disposed on the flower pot 30 
(Figures 22 and 23) for reasons which will be made more apparent below. 
[0143] The sheet of material 10k is formed about the flower pot 30 
(Figures 22 and 23) to provide a decorative cover 50k (Figure 22) in a 
manner exactly like that described before in connection with the sheet of 
material 10 (Figures 1-4) except, in this instance, portions of [the] an upper 
surface 20k having the strips of pot connecting bonding [materials] material 
120a-f disposed thereon are positioned adjacent a portion of the outer 
peripheral surface 36 of the flower pot 30 whereby the strips of pot connecting 
bonding [materials] material 120a-f bondinaly engage and bondingly connect 
portions of the sheet of material 10k to the outer peripheral surface 36 of the 
flower pot 30. The strips of pot connecting bonding [materials] material 
120a-f are positioned on the sheet of material 10k and sized so that the strips 
of pot connecting bonding [materials] material 120a-f each extend generally 
between the upper end 32 and the lower end [30] 34 of the flower pot 30 
when the portions of the sheet of material 10k having the strips of pot 
connecting bonding [materials] material 120a-f disposed thereon are 
positioned adjacent the outer peripheral surface [42] 36 of the flower pot 30. 
[0144] Since the strips of pot connecting bonding [materials] material 
120a-f are spaced a distance apart circumferentially about the sheet of material 
10k, portions of the sheet of material 10k will be bondingly connected to the 
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outer peripheral surface [42] 36 of the flower pot 30 while other portions of 
the sheet of material 10k will not be connected to the outer peripheral surface 
[42] 36 of the flower pot 30 (Figures 22 and 23). More particularly, when the 
sheet of material 10k is connected to the flower pot 30, portions of the sheet 
of material 10k will be connected to the outer peripheral surface 36 of the 
flower pot 30 at positions extending between the upper end 32 and the lower 
[ends 32 and] end 34 of the flower pot 30 and extending a distance 
circumferentially about the flower pot 30 to form connected portions 122 . while 
remaining portions of the sheet of material 10k extending between the upper 
end 32 and the lower [ends 32 and] end 34 of the flower pot 30 will not be 
connected to the flower pot 30 t forming unconnected portions 124 (the specific 
or individual connected portions 122 being designated by the reference 
numerals 122a, 122b, 122c, 122d, 122e and 122f in Figure 23* and the specific 
or individual unconnected portions 124 being designated in Figure 23 by the 
specific reference numerals 124a, 124b, 124c, 124d, 124e and 124f). Each 
connected portion 122a-f extends a distance circumferentially about the flower 
pot 30 and extends generally between the upper end 32 and the lower [ends 
32 and] end 34 of the flower pot 30. Each unconnected portion 124a-f 
extends between the upper end 32 and the lower [ends 32 and] end 34 of 
the flower pot 30 and each unconnected portion 124a-f extends a distance 
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circumferentially about the flower pot 30. Each unconnected portion 124 is 
disposed generally between two adjacent connected portions 122. 
[0145] The sheet of material 10k also could be constructed like the sheet 
of material 10a (Figures 5 and 6) or shaped to form an outwardly extending 
crimped portion like the crimped portion 46b (Figure 7) or to include a 
drawstring like the drawstring 58 (Figures 8 and 9) or to include a reinforcing 
[means] structure like the reinforcing [means] structure 86 (Figure 12) or 
a reinforcing [means] structure like the reinforcing [means] structure 98 
(Figure 14) or shrink material like the shrink material 102 (Figure 16). 
[0146] The sheet of material 10k has [the] a sheet extension 25k 
connected thereto. The sheet extension 25k is constructed exactly like the 
sheet extension 25 shown in Figures 1 through 4 and described in detail before. 
Further, the sheet extension 25k may be separated from the sheet of 
material 10k bv tearing along a line of perforations 53k. 
[0147] In use, the sheet extension 25k is formed about the floral grouping 
47 and the open upper end of the sheet extension 25k is closed via the contact 
between [the] a connecting bonding material 33k and adjacent portions of 
the sheet extension 25k to provide a decorative cover in a manner like that 
described before. 
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[0148] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURE 24 

[0149] Shown in Figure 24 is a flower pot 30C which is constructed exactly 
like the flower pot 30 described in detail before, except the flower pot 30C 
includes strips of pot connecting bonding [materials] material 126 (only 
[two] three strips of pot connecting bonding [materials] material 126 
being shown in Figure 24 and designated therein by the individual reference 
numerals 126a* [and] 126b and 126c ). The strips of pot connecting bonding 
[materials] material 126a-c are spaced apart circumferentially about [the] 
an outer peripheral surface [36b] 36i of the flower pot [30] 30! and each of 
the strips of pot connecting bonding [materials] material 126a-c extends 
between [the] an upper and [the] a lower [ends] end 32C and 34C of the 
flower pot 300. 

[0150] The flower pot 300 may be used in connection with the sheet of 
material 10k and the sheet extension 25k shown in Figure 21 where the strips 
of pot connecting bonding [materials] material 120a-f on the sheet of 
material 10k are a cohesive [pot connecting] bonding [materials] material 
and the strips of pot connecting bonding [materials] material 126a-c on the 
flower pot 30C are a cohesive [pot connecting] bonding [materials] 
material . In this embodiment, the cohesive strips of pot connecting bonding 
materials 120a-f on the sheet of material 10k cohesively bondingly engage and 
bondingly connect to the strips of pot connecting bonding [materials] 
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material 126a-c on the flower pot 301 to form a decorative cover like that 
described before in connection with the decorative cover 50k (Figures 22 and 
23). 

[0151] The strips of pot connecting bonding [materials] material 126a^ 
c also may be an adhesive [pot connecting] bonding [materials 126] 

material . In this instance, the flower pot 304 may be used in connection with 
a sheet of material like the sheet of material 10 shown in Figures 1-4 and 
described in detail before. In this embodiment, the sheet of material 10 
(Figures 1-4) is formed about the flower pot 301 in the manner like that 
described before in connection with the sheet of material 10k (Figures 21-23) 
and the strips of adhesive pot connecting bonding [materials] material 
126a-c bondingly engage and bondingly connect to portions of the sheet of 
material 10 (Figures 1-4) to form [a] the decorative cover 50k (Figures 22 and 
23). 

[0152] The flower pot 30Q also may be used in connection with any of the 
other sheets of material and sheet extensions described herein. 

[0153] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURE 25 

[0154] Shown in Figure 25 is a sheet of material 10m which is constructed 
exactly like the sheet of material lOd (Figure 10), except the sheet of material 
10m does not necessarily include [the] a connecting bonding material like the 
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connecting bonding material 24d shown in Figure 10 [in connection with the 
sheet of material 10d]. In this embodiment, the sheet of material 10m is 
formed about the flower pot 30 in the manner exactly like that described before 
in connection with the sheet of material lOd (Figures 10 and 11), except a pot 
connecting bonding material 80m is positioned on the sheet of material 10m so 
that a portion of the sheet of material 10m near the upper end 32 of the flower 
pot 30 is folded over and disposed adjacent a portion of the inner peripheral 
surface 42 of the flower pot 30 near the upper end 32 of the flower pot [32] 
30 . In this position, the pot connecting bonding material 80m is bondingly 
engaged with and bondingly connected to a portion of the inner peripheral 
surface 42 of the flower pot 30 near the upper end 32 thereof. The bonding 
engagement between the pot connecting bonding material 80m and the inner 
peripheral surface 42 of the flower pot 30 extends circumferentially about the 
flower pot 30. 

[0155] The sheet of material 10m may be constructed like any of the other 
sheets of material described herein, except the pot bonding material 80m is 
positioned on the sheet of material 10m to bondingly engage and connect with 
a portion of the inner peripheral surface 42 of the flower pot 30. 
[0156] The sheet of material 10m has [the] a sheet extension 25m 
connected thereto. The sheet extension 25m may be constructed exactly like 
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the sheet extension 25 shown in Figures 1 through 4 and described in detail 
before and is detachable via a line of perforations 53m . 

[0157] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURE 26 

[0158] Shown in Figure 26 is a modified flower pot 30n which is 
constructed exactly like the flower pot[s] 30 described herein, except the 
flower pot 30n includes a pot connecting bonding material 128 disposed on a 
portion of [the] an inner peripheral surface 42n of the flower pot 30n near and 
adjacent [the] an upper end 32n of the flower pot 30n. The pot connecting 
bonding material 128 extends circumferentially about the inner peripheral 
surface 42n of the flower pot 30n. 

[0159] The flower pot 30n may be used in connection with a sheet of 
material (not shown) and sheet extension (not shown) constructed exactly 
like the sheet of material 10 and sheet extension 25 shown in Figures 1-4 and 
described in detail before, except the sheet of material 10 does not necessarily 
include the connecting bonding material like the connecting bonding material 
24. In this embodiment, the sheet of material is formed about the flower pot 
30n in a manner like that described before in connection with the sheet of 
material 10 (Figures 1-4), except a portion of the sheet of material 10 is folded 
over and adjacent a portion of the inner peripheral surface 42n of the flower pot 
30n into bonding engagement with the pot connecting bonding material 128 for 
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bondingly connecting the sheet of material to the flower pot 30n in a manner 
like that described before in connection with the sheet of material 10m (Figure 
25). 

[0160] The pot connecting bonding material 128,. as just described 
preferably is an adhesive [pot connecting] bonding material. The pot 
connecting bonding material 128 may be a cohesive [pot connecting] bonding 
material and, in this instance, the flower pot 30n would be used in connection 
with a sheet of material and sheet extension like the sheet of material 10m and 
sheet extension 25m (Figure 25) except the pot connecting bonding material 
80m would be a cohesive [pot connecting] bonding material [40] cohesively 
engaging and cohesively bonding with the cohesive [pot connecting] bonding 
material 128 on the flower pot 30n. 

[0161] The flower pot 30n also may be used in connection with any of the 
other sheets of material or sheet extensions described herein, except portions 
of the sheet of materials would be bondingly connected to the flower pot 30n 
by way of the pot connecting bonding material 128 and, in this instance, it is 
not necessary to form the crimped portion, although the crimped portion also 
could be formed if desired in any particular application. 
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[0162] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURES 27, 28 AND 29 

[0163] Shown in Figures 27, 28 and 29 is another modified sheet of 
material lOp which is constructed exactly like the sheet of material 10 shown 
in Figures 1-4 and described in detail before, except the sheet of material lOp 
does not necessarily include [the] a connecting bonding material like the 
connecting bonding material 24. Rather, the sheet of material lOp includes a 
drawstring in the form of a ribbon 132 having opposite ends 134 and 136 
connected to a portion of [the upper] a lower surface [20p] 22p of the sheet 
of material lOp. More particularly, a portion of the ribbon 132 between the 
opposite ends 134 and 136 is connected to the [upper] lower surface [20p] 
22p of the sheet of material lOp while portions of the ribbon 132 near each of 
the ends 134 and 136 are unconnected from the sheet of material lOp. The 
portions of the ribbon 132 near the opposite ends 134 and 136 which are 
unconnected to the sheet of material lOp each extend a distance from the 
sheet of material lOp. The ribbon 132 may be connected to the sheet of 
material lOp in any suitable manner. As shown in Figure 28, the ribbon 132 is 
connected to the sheet of material lOp by way of an adhesive [connecting] 
bonding material 138. The ribbon 132 may be connected between two sheets 
[like] as described before in connection with the drawstring 58 shown in 
Figures 8 and 9. 
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[0164] The portion of the ribbon 132 connected to the sheet of material 
lOp extends a distance circumferentially about the sheet of material lOp. The 
portion of the ribbon 132 connected to the sheet of material lOp is spaced a 
distance 140 from [the] an outer peripheral [surface] edge 26p of the sheet 
of material lOp. 

[0165] The sheet of material lOp is formed about [the] a flower pot (not 
shown) to form a decorative cover 50p with a portion of the sheet of 
material lOp extending above [the] an upper end [32] of the flower pot [30] . 
More particularly, the ribbon 132 is positioned on the sheet of material lOp so 
that, when the sheet of material lOp is formed about the flower pot [30], the 
ribbon 132 extends above the upper end [32] of the flower pot [30]. In this 
position, the opposite ends 134 and 136 of the ribbon 132 are cinched or 
drawn tight to gather the portions of the sheet of material lOp near and 
adjacent the ribbon 132 over the upper end [32] of the flower pot [30] to form 
a crimped portion 46p like the crimped portions 46 described before. In this 
position, the ends 134 and 136 of the ribbon 132 are tied or otherwise secured 
to the secure the ribbon 132 in the drawn or pulled position. Then, a bow 142 
may be secured to the decorative cover 50p (Figure 29) by adhesively 
connecting the bow 142 to either a portion of the ribbon 132 or a portion of the 
outer peripheral surface of the decorative cover 50p. 
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[0166] The sheet of material lOp also may be constructed like any of the 
other sheets of [materials] material described herein to bond [two] to 
portions of the flower pot or to include [connecting] bonding materials for 
bondingly connecting adjacent portions of the sheet of material lOp when the 
ribbon 132 is drawn tightly about the upper end of the flower pot, for example. 
[0167] The sheet of material lOp has a sheet extension 25p connected 
thereto. The sheet extension 25p has a ribbon 150 connected thereto by way 
of an adhesive bonding material 151 (Figure 28). The ribbon 150 may be 
connected between two sheets like that described before in connection with the 
drawstring 57 shown in Figures 8 and 9. The portion of the ribbon 150 
connected to the sheet extension 25p extends circumferentially about the sheet 
extension 25p. The portion of the ribbon 150 connected to the sheet extension 
25p is spaced a distance from the outer peripheral [surface] edge 27p (Figure 
27) of the sheet extension 25p . 

[0168] The sheet extension 25p is formed about the floral grouping 47 
(Figure [28] 29). The ribbon 150 is drawn or pulled and then tied into a bow 
153 (Figure 29) for closing the open upper end of the sheet extension 25p and 
securing the sheet extension 25p about the floral grouping 47 to form [the] a 
protective covering. 
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[0169] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURE 30 

[0170] Shown in Figure 30 is the flower pot 30 having the growing medium 
45 disposed therein. The floral grouping 47 extends a distance above the upper 
end 32 of the flower pot 30 in the manner described before. In this 
embodiment, [the] a sheet of material lOr is formed about the outer peripheral 
surface 36 of the flower pot 30 and positioned so that a portion of the sheet of 
material lOr near [the] an outer peripheral [surface] edge 26r extends a 
distance above the upper end 32 of the flower pot 30. A circularly shaped band 
160 is disposed about the portion of the sheet of material lOr extending above 
the upper end 32 of the flower pot 30. The band 160 crimps a portion of the 
sheet of material lOr and pulls a portion of the sheet of material lOr inwardly 
above the upper end 32 of the flower pot 30 for securing the sheet of material 
lOr in the position extending about the outer peripheral surface 36 of the flower 
pot 30 to form [the] a decorative cover 50r . 

[0171] [The] A sheet extension 25r is connected to the sheet of material 
lOr. The sheet extension 25r is constructed exactly like the sheet extension 25 
shown in Figures 1 through [4] 3 and described in detail before or any of the 
other sheet extensions described herein. The sheet extension 25r is formed 
about the floral grouping 47 and a portion of the sheet extension 25r near the 
open upper end of the sheet extension 25r is closed via [the] a bonding 
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material in a manner like that described before in connection with the sheet 
extension 25 shown in Figures 1 through [4] 3. 

[0172] It should be noted that the band 160 may be disposed about the 
sheet of material lOr and about the outer peripheral surface 36 of the flower 
pot 30 for securing the sheet of material lOr in the position extending about the 
outer peripheral surface 36 of the flower pot 30 to provide the decorative 
[covering] cover 50r. if desired in a particular application. 
[0173] As described herein, the various sheets of material are formed 
about the flower pot by hand forming the sheets of material about the flower 
pot and by hand crimping the material to form the crimped portions. It is 
contemplated that [the] forming [of] the sheet of material about the flower 
pot and [the] crimping [of] the sheet of material may be accomplished 
automatically or semi-automatically by way of a machine. For example, a 
machine may include pivoting elements or fingers which are automatically 
pivoted to move the sheet of material about the flower pot and position a sheet 
of material as described herein. In this instance, the fingers may include a 
separate element for forming the crimped portion or the element for forming 
the crimped portion may be a separate device such as halves of a donut shaped 
device which are moved inwardly to form the crimped portion after the sheet 
of material has been formed about the flower pot. In lieu of fingers or 
elements, the sheet of material may be blown by way of air jets or the like 
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around the flower pot and then a crimping device may be disposed adjacent 
portions of the sheet of material to form the crimped portions. In a like 
manner, the sheet extension may be formed about the floral grouping in an 
automatic or semi-automatic manner. 

[0174] It also is contemplated that the crimped portion may be formed by 
a strivet or band which is automatically applied to the sheet of material after 
the sheet of material has been formed about the flower pot with the strivet or 
band being positioned above the upper end of the flower pot. 

[0175] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURES 31-33 [AND 321 
[0176] Shown in Figures 31 through 33 and designated therein by the 
general reference numeral 210,. is a flower pot cover constructed in accordance 
with the present invention. The flower pot cover 210 comprises a base 212 and 
a skirt 214. A sheet extension 25s is connected to the base 212 or, more 
particularly, to [the] an outer [periphery] peripheral edge 215 of the skirt 
214. The sheet extension 25s is constructed exactly like the sheet extension 
25 shown in Figures 1 through [4] 3 and described in detail before. 
[0177] In one preferred form, the flower pot cover 210 is formed by taking 
a sheet of material constructed like the other sheets of material described and 
placing it between a male and a female mold. In this embodiment, the male 
mold is brought into mating engagement with the female mold thereby forming 
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the flower pot cover 210. In this process, a plurality of overlapping folds 216 
(Figures 31 and 32) are formed in the base 212. The overlapping folds 216 
cooperate to maintain the structural integrity of the base 212 and cooperate to 
maintain the base 212 in the preformed shape. Apparatus and methods for 
forming a flower pot cover as just described are disclosed in detail in U.S. 
Patent No. 4,773,182, titled "ARTICLE FORMING SYSTEM" issued September 
27, 1988 and assigned to the Assignee of the present invention and the 
disclosure of [this] such patent is hereby [specifically is] expressly 
incorporated herein by reference. 

[0178] The base 212 has an upper end 218, a lower end 220 and an outer 
peripheral surface 222. A pot opening 224 (Figure 31) is formed through the 
upper end 218 of the base 212* providing access to a pot receiving space 226 
(Figures 31 and 33). The pot receiving space 226 forms an inner peripheral 
surface 228 in the base 212. As shown in Figures 31 and 32, the base 212 is 
generally cylindrically shaped, although the base 212 could be any geometric 
shape as may be desired in a particular application. 

[0179] In a preferred manner, the skirt 214 is formed integrally with the 
base 212. The skirt 214 is connected to the upper end 218 of the base 212 [at 
a connection 230 (Figures 31 and 33) between the upper end 218 of 
the base 212 and the skirt 214. The] such that the skirt 214 extends a 
distance radially outwardly from the upper end 218 of the base 212 
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terminating with an outer [periphery] peripheral edge [232] 215 (Figures 
31 [and] - 33). The skirt 214 has an inner peripheral [face] surface 234 

(Figures 31 and 33)and an outer peripheral surface 236 (Figures 32 and 33). 
In one form, shown in Figures 31 and 32, a plurality of folds 238 also are 
formed in the skirt 214 with most of the folds 238 extending radially outwardly 
from the upper end 218 of the base 212 toward the outer [periphery] 
peripheral edge [232] 215 of the skirt 214. 

[0180] The base 212 and the skirt 214 may be constructed of any suitable 
material that is capable of being formed into the flower pot cover 210. As 
mentioned before, the base 212 and the skirt 214 are constructed from a sheet 
of material and the sheet of material is constructed from any of the materials 
described before in connection with the sheet of material 10 for example. 
[0181] A bonding material 240 [(Figure 31)] (Figures 31 and 33) is 
disposed on a portion of the inner peripheral surface 234 of the skirt 214. The 
bonding material 240 more particularly is disposed near the connection [230] 
between the skirt 214 and the upper end 218 of the base 212. The bonding 
material 240 covers an area extending from the connection [230] of the skirt 
214 to the upper end 218 of the base 212 a distance radially outwardly to a line 
242 [(Figure 31)] (Figures 31 and 33) spaced a distance radially outwardly 
from the [connection 230] upper end 218 of the base 212 . Although the 
bonding material 240 is shown in Figures 31 and [32] 33 in the form of a 
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continuous strip [of the bonding material 240], the bonding material 240 
may be in the form of spots or spaced apart strips or any other form desired in 
a particular application suitable for effecting the crimping described below. 
[0182] As mentioned before, the bonding material 240 preferably is an 
adhesive or cohesive. More particularly, the bonding material 240 preferably 
is a cohesive. When the bonding material 240 is a cohesive, a plurality of the 
flower pot covers 210 may be stacked one on top of the other with the base 
212 of an adjacent flower pot cover 210 being disposed in the pot receiving 
space 226 of an adjacent flower pot cover 210. When the bonding material 240 
is a cohesive, the bonding material 240 will not cause one flower pot cover 210 
to be bonded to an adjacent flower pot cover 210 when the flower pot covers 
210 are stacked in the manner just described. 

[0183] The bonding material 240 may be applied to the sheet of material 
prior to forming the sheet of material into the flower pot cover 210 or the 
bonding material 240 may be applied during the forming of the sheet of 
material into the flower pot cover 210 or the bonding material 240 may be 
applied after the flower pot cover 210 has been formed. 
[0184] As mentioned before, the flower pot cover 210 is adapted and 
configured to be used with a flower pot, a flower pot being shown in Figure 33 
and designated therein by the referenced numeral 244. As shown in Figure 33, 
the flower pot 244 has an upper end 246, a lower end 248, an outer peripheral 
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surface 250 with an opening 252 being formed through the upper end 246 of 
the flower pot 244 providing access to a plant or flower receiving space 254. 
[0185] In use, the lower end 248 of the flower pot 244 is disposed through 
the pot opening 224 and into the pot receiving space 226 of the flower pot 
cover 210 to a position wherein the lower end 248 of the flower pot 244 is 
disposed near the lower end 220 of the base 212 of the flower pot cover 210 
and the upper end 246 of the flower pot 244 is disposed near the upper end 
218 of the base 212 of the flower pot cover 210. 

[0186] After the flower pot 244 has been disposed in the pot receiving 
space 226, a crimped portion 256 (Figure 33) is formed in the skirt 214 by 
bringing together adjacent portions of the skirt 214 about the bonding material 
240 thereby causing the adjacent portions to be bonded together for forming 
the crimped portion 256. The crimping of the skirt 214 may be accomplished 
by hand or with a device or machine as may be desired in a particular 
application. 

[0187] The crimped portion 256 extends a distance radially inwardly above 
the upper end 246 of the flower pot 244. The crimped portion 256 is disposed 
about adjacent the upper end 246 of the flower pot 244 and the crimped 
portion 256 engages a portion of the upper end 246 of the flower pot 244 for 
cooperating to maintain the flower pot cover 210 assembled around or 
connected to the flower pot 244. The crimped portion 256 preferably extends 
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circumferentially about the upper end 218 of the base 212 of the flower pot 
cover 210 and preferably circumferentially around the upper end 246 of the 
flower pot 244. In some applications, it may be desirable to form the crimped 
portion 256 only at certain positions spaced circumferentially about the upper 
end 218 of the base 212 of the flower pot cover 210 . 
[0188] The flower pot cover 210 substantially encompasses the flower pot 
244 when the flower pot 244 is disposed in the pot receiving space 226. 
[0189] The sheet extension 25s is formed about the floral grouping 47 
(Figure 33). The sheet extension 25s is constructed exactly like the sheet 
extension 25 shown in Figures 1 through [4] 3 and described in detail before. 
The open upper end of the sheet extension 25s is closed by contacting [the] 
a bonding material 33s (Figure 311 with adjacent portions of the sheet 
extension 25s in the manner described before. The sheet extension 25s 
substantially encompasses the floral grouping 47 and provides [the] a 
protective covering in the manner described before. The flower pot cover 
210 is thereby secured about the pot 244 using the bonding material 
240 on the flower pot cover 210. 

[0190] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURES 34 AND 35 

[0191] Shown in Figures 34 and 35 is a modified flower pot cover 210a 
which is constructed exactly like the flower pot cover 210 shown in Figures 31, 
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32 and 33 and described in detail before, except the flower pot cover 210a also 
includes a bonding material 258 disposed on [the] an inner peripheral surface 
[228] 228a of [the] a base [212] 212a near [the] an upper end [218] 
218a of the base [212] 212a in addition to [the] a bonding material 240a 
disposed on [the] an inner peripheral surface 234a of [the] a skirt [210a] 
214a . 

[0192] The bonding material [258a] 258 extends from the upper end 
[218] 218a of the base [212] 212a a distance toward [the] a lower end 
[220] 220a of the base [212] 212a to a line 260 (Figure 341 disposed near 
and spaced a distance from the upper end [218] 218a of the base [212] 
212a . The bonding material 258 extends circumferentially about the upper end 
[218] 218a of the base [212] 212a . The bonding material 258 substantially 
covers the entire area between the upper end [218] 218a of the base [212] 
212a and the line 260. It should be noted that the bonding material 258, 
although shown as a continuous strip in Figure 34, could be spots or spaced 
apart strips if desired in a particular application. 

[0193] In operation, as illustrated in Figure 35, the flower pot cover 210a 
is disposed about the flower pot 244 in the manner described before in 
connection with the flower pot cover 210 shown in Figures 31, 32 and 33, and 
[the] a crimped portion 256a is formed in the flower pot cover 210a in a 
manner exactly like that described before in connection with the flower pot 
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cover 210 and the crimped portion 256 shown in Figure 33. In addition, the 
bonding material 258 on the inner peripheral surface 228a of the base 212a 
bondingly engages to a portion of the outer peripheral surface 250 of the flower 
pot 244 near the upper end 246 of the flower pot 244. The bonding 
engagement between the bonding material 258 and the flower pot 244 further 
cooperates to secure the flower pot cover 210a to the flower pot 244. 
[0194] In those instances where the bonding material [258a] 258 is a 
cohesive, a cohesive material also is included on the outer peripheral surface 
250 of the flower pot 244 for bondingly engaging with the bonding material 258 
on the flower pot cover 210a. 

[0195] A sheet extension 25t is connected to the skirt 214a of the flower 
pot cover [10a] 210a . The sheet extension 25t is constructed exactly like the 
sheet extension 25s shown in Figures 31 through 33 and described in detail 
before. The sheet extension 25t is formed about [the] a floral grouping to 
provide [the] a protective covering in the manner described before. 

[0196] EMBODIMENT OF f FIGURE 361 FIGURES 36 AND 37 
[0197] Shown in [Figure 36] Figures 36 and 37 is another modified 
flower pot cover 210b which is constructed exactly like the flower pot cover 210 
shown in Figures 31 . 32 and [32] 33, except the flower pot cover 210b does 
not include bonding material on [the] a skirt 214b like the bonding material 
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240 on the skirt 214 shown in Figures 31 and 32. Rather, the flower pot cover 
210b includes bonding material 262 disposed on [the] an inner peripheral 
surface 228b of [the flower pot cover 210b] a base 212b near [the] an 
upper end [218] 218b of the base [212] 212b . The bonding material 262 
extends circumferentially about the upper end 218b of the base 212b. The 
bonding material 262 extends from the upper end 218b to a line 264 spaced a 
distance from the upper end 218b of the base 212b. The bonding material 262 
substantially covers the entire area between the upper end 218b and the 
[lines] line 264. The bonding material 262 could be in the form of spots or 
spaced apart strips if desired in a particular application. 
[0198] In use, the flower pot 244 is disposed in [the] a pot receiving 
space 226b of the flower pot cover 210b, as shown in Figure 37. [The] A 
crimped portion 256b is formed in the flower pot cover 210b by crimping 
together portions of the flower pot cover 210b near the bonding material 262* 
with the bonding material 262 cooperating to bond the overlapping crimped 
portions for maintaining the shape of the crimped portion 256b in a manner like 
that described before. In this application, the crimped portion 256b is formed 
in the base 212b, rather than in the skirt 214b as is the case in connection with 
the flower pot cover 210 shown in Figures 31, 32 and 33. The flower pot cover 
210b includes [the] a sheet extension 25u. The sheet extension 25u is 
constructed exactly like the sheet extension 25s shown in Figures 31 through 
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33 and described in detail before. The sheet extension 25u is formed about the 
floral grouping in the manner described before to provide [the] a protective 
covering and the sheet extension 25u has connecting bonding 33u for 
closing the sheet extension 25u . 

[0199] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURE 38 

[0200] Shown in Figure 38 is another modified flower pot cover 210c which 
is constructed exactly like the flower pot cover 210 shown in Figures 31 [and 
32] through 33 and described in detail before, except the flower pot cover 
210c does not [including] include the bonding material 240 on the [skirt 
214c] base 212 . Rather, the flower pot cover 210c includes a bonding 
material 266 on [the] an outer peripheral surface [222c] 236c of [the base 
212c] a skirt 214c near [the] an upper end 218c of a base 212c of the 
flower pot cover 210c [thereof]. The bonding material 266 extends 
circumferentially around the upper end 218c of the base 212c[. The bonding 
material 266] and extends from the upper end 218c of the base 212c to a 
line 268 spaced a distance from the upper end 218c of the base 212c. 
[0201] In use, the flower pot cover 210c is disposed about a flower pot 
[244] (not shown) and [the] a crimped portion is formed by crimping 
together portions of the flower pot cover 210c near and adjacent the bonding 
material 266 [to form the crimped portion] in a manner like that described 
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before in connection with the flower pot cover 210b shown in Figure 37, except 
the bonding material 266 is on the outer [the inner] peripheral surface 
[228c] 236c of the [base 212c] skirt 214c . rather than [the outer] an 
inner peripheral surface [222c] (not shown) of the base 212c as is the 
case with the flower pot cover 210b shown in Figure 37. 
[0202] The flower pot cover [10c] 210c includes [the] a sheet extension 
25w. The sheet extension 25w is constructed exactly like the sheet extension 
25s shown in Figures [1] 31 through [3] 33 and described in detail before. 
The sheet extension 25w is formed about the floral grouping to provide the 
protective covering in the manner described before and has connecting 
bonding material 33w for closing the sheet extension 25w . 

[0203] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURE 39 

[0204] Shown in Figure 39 is a flower pot cover 210d which is constructed 
exactly like the flower pot cover 210c shown in Figure 38 described in detail 
before, except the flower pot cover 210d also includes , in addition to a 
bonding material 266d on a portion of a skirt 214d,a bonding material 
270 on [the] an outer peripheral surface [236d] 222d of [the] a [skirt 
214d] base 212d of the flower pot cover 210d [near the connection 
230d] substantially as shown . In this instance, [the] a crimped portion 
(not shown) is formed by crimping together portions of the base 212d and the 
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skirt 214d having the bonding materials [266 and 270] 270 and 266d, 

respectively* thereon. 

[0205] The flower pot cover [10c] 210d includes [the] a sheet extension 
25x. The sheet extension 25x is constructed exactly like the sheet extension 
25s shown in Figures 31 through 33 and described in detail before. The sheet 
extension 25x is formed about [the] a floral grouping (not shown) to provide 
[the] a protective covering in the manner described before. Further, the 
sheet extension 25x has a connecting bonding material 33x for closing 
the sheet extension 25x above the floral grouping . 

[0206] EMBODIMENT OF FIGURE 40 

[0207] Shown in Figure 40 is another modified flower pot cover 210e which 
is constructed exactly like the flower pot cover [210e] 210 . except the flower 
pot cover 210e does not include the bonding material 266 on [the] a skirt 
214e of the flower pot cover 210e . Rather, the flower pot cover 210e 
includes only a bonding material 274 on [the] a base 212e which extends to 
a line 276. The flower pot cover 210e will operate to form [the] a crimped 
portion (not shown) in a manner exactly like that described before with 
respect to the flower pot covers 210c and 210d shown in Figures 38 and 39, 
except the crimped portion only will be formed by crimping together portions 
of the bonding material 274 on the base 212e. 
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[0208] The flower pot cover [ lOe] 210e includes [the] a sheet extension 
[25g] 25y . The sheet extension [25g] 25v is constructed exactly like the 
sheet extension 25s shown in Figures 31 through 33 and described in detail 
before. The sheet extension [25g] 25v is formed about [the] a floral 
grouping (not shown) to provide [the] a protective covering in the manner 
described before. Further, the sheet extension 25v has a bonding 
material 33v for closing the sheet extension 25v about a floral grouping 
disposed in the flower pot cover 210e . 

[0209] The sheet extensions 25s, 25t, 25u, 25w, 25x and [25g] 25y may 
be constructed like any of the other sheet extensions described herein as may 
be desired in a particular application. 

[0210] Changes may be made in the construction and the operation of the 
various components, elements and assemblies described herein and changes 
may be made in the steps or the sequence of steps of the methods described 
herein without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as defined 
in the following claims. 



8403.979 Remarks Accompanying Complete App for Pub.wpd 72 



[ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
COVERING FOR FLOWER POT AND FLORAL GROUPING 
A covering for a flower pot with a floral grouping disposed therein 
and extending a distance above an upper end of the flower pot wherein 
the flower pot has a lower end and an outer peripheral surface. The 
covering includes a sheet of material having an upper surface, a lower 
surface and an outer peripheral surface with a sheet extension 
connected to the outer peripheral surface of the sheet of material and 
extending a distance from the outer peripheral surface of the sheet of 
material. The sheet of material is formed about the flower pot to a 
position wherein the sheet of material extends about substantially the 
entire outer peripheral surface of the flower pot to provide a decorative 
covering and the sheet extension is formed about the floral grouping 
to a position wherein the sheet extension extends about a substantial 
portion of the floral grouping to provide a protective covering.] 

ABSTRACT 

A method of covering a flower pot with a floral grouping disposed 
therein. In the method, a cover having an upper extension is formed 
about the flower pot. The upper extension is formed about the floral 
grouping to a position wherein the upper extension extends about a 
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portion of the floral grouping to provide a protective covering. The 
cover is secured about the pot and floral grouping via an adhesive or 
cohesive bonding material disposed on the cover. 
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